21

He came south again to South Bihir, Magadha,
the ^ middle country," sacred for ever to the
Buddhists, because here (at Gaya) Buddha found
** enlightenment". The land here was low and
moist, abounding in the fragrant rice for which Bihar
is still famous. The inhabited sites were on raised
ground. The city of Pataliputra* (modern Patna)
was already so old that it was considered to go back
to the ages when ** men lived for countless years **.
There were numerous monasteries and vestiges of
Buddha and of the Buddhist King Asoka. The city
of Gaya was in hilly country, c* strongly situated,"
but it had only a few inhabitants. Barely four miips
to the south was the Bodhi tree, the great Pipal
tree under which Buddha had obtained enlighten-
ment. It was surrounded by a stone wall, and
loving believers had erected, all round, numerous
structures of all kinds to mark their faith in
countless , traditional miracles. .

e ci^mination^of his journey was at N aland a.
This was the famous Buddhist seat of learning a few
miles east of Pataliputra. Here there were many
well-endowed monasteries grouped together, about
10,000 priests and strangers being resident at any
given time. Our Pilgrim found a warm and
enthusiastic welcome, and was even told of a dream,
which had forewarned the presiding Priest of the
coming of their distinguished Chinese guast,^ ^ He
was made free of the monasteries. All the i abilities
available for his creature comforts or for study
and preaching were plafcsd afe hfe disposai A lay